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Reading                       


 (
Reading Analysis
Where are the animals going? 
Why are the animals going to the river? 
Which is the biggest animal?
What is happening in this story?
Which animal would you like to be in the story?  Why? 
) (
Foundation Level
 A
)



 (
Going to the River
Elephant is going to the river.
Zebra is going to the river.
Monkey is going to the river.
Hippopotamus is going to the river.
Buffalo is going to the river.
Lion is going to the river.
Run!  Run!  Run!
)
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	Behaviours
	Low                                                  High


	Confidence
	----------------------------------------------------

	Pace, expression
	----------------------------------------------------

	Insertions, guessing
	----------------------------------------------------

	Accuracy    
	----------------------------------------------------

	Comprehension
	----------------------------------------------------


                                                                                                        


Going to the River

                       Elephant is going to the river.
                       Zebra is going to the river.
                       Monkey is going to the river.
                       Hippopotamus is going to the river.
                       Buffalo is going to the river.
                       Lion is going to the river.
                       Run!  Run!  Run!




1. Where are the animals going? 


2. Why are the animals going to the river? 


3. Which is the biggest animal?



4. What is happening in this story?


5. Which animal would you like to be in the story?  Why? 





Tu’skoi Feana (2000). Going to the River Ready to Read series Wellington: Learning Media








Reading                       
  
	Foundation Level B
	



Reading Analysis

1. What lives in the pond?


2. Name two things that help the mudfish swim.


3. Why do mudfish  like the water boatmen?


4. What did you learn about water boatmen?


5. Would you like to be a mudfish or a water boatman? Why?








	

The Water Boatman


The water boatman lives in a pond.
It swims with its back legs.
It holds on with its middle legs.
It eats with its front legs.
A mudfish lives in the pond, too.
It swims with its fins and tail.
It eats water boatmen!

	





	
Behaviours
	Low                                                  High

	Confidence
	----------------------------------------------------

	Pace, expression
	----------------------------------------------------

	Insertions, guessing
	----------------------------------------------------

	Accuracy
	----------------------------------------------------

	Comprehension
	----------------------------------------------------









The Water Boatman





                    The water boatman lives in a pond.
                     It swims with its back legs.
                     It holds on with its middle legs.
                     It eats with its front legs.
                     A mudfish lives in the pond, too.
                     It swims with its fins and tail.
                     It eats water boatmen!

1. What lives in the pond?


2. Name two things that help the mudfish swim.


3. Why do mudfish  like the water boatmen?


4. What did you learn about water boatmen?


5. Would you like to be a mudfish or a water boatman? Why?





Joy Cowley (1994). The Water Boatman. Ready to Read series Wellington: Learning Media






Reading  

               
 (
Stage 1B
)


 (
Reading Analysis
1
Did the cat like the bird’s singing?
Why did the cat wash her face at the end?
Perfect is spelt as ‘purr-fect’. Why?
How did the cat catch the bird?
Did you like the story? Why? Why not?
) (
Purr-Fect!
One morning, a cat saw a bird in a tree.
“Hello, bird,” she said.  “I like your song.”
The bird was pleased that the cat liked his song.  He sang for the cat.
“Purr-fect,” said the cat.  “And I like your feathers.”
The bird was pleased that the cat liked his feathers.  He flew closer to the cat and fluffed up his feathers for her to see.
“Purr-fect,” said the cat.  “And I like the way you fly.”  The bird was pleased that the cat liked his flying, so he flew round the cat.
“Purr-fect,” said the cat.  “But ... I wish I could fly like you.”  The bird was pleased that the cat wanted to fly like him.  He flew down to the cat.
He sang his song.  He fluffed up his feathers.
The cat jumped!
“Purr-fect,” she said, and she washed her face.
)













Lll
















	Behaviours
	Low                                                  High

	Confidence
	----------------------------------------------------

	Pace, expression
	----------------------------------------------------

	Insertions, guessing
	----------------------------------------------------

	Accuracy
	----------------------------------------------------

	Comprehension
	----------------------------------------------------


                                                                                                        

Purr-Fect!

One morning, a cat saw a bird in a tree.
“Hello, bird,” she said.  “I like your song.”

The bird was pleased that the cat liked his song.  He sang for the cat.
“Purr-fect,” said the cat.  “And I like your feathers.”

The bird was pleased that the cat liked his feathers.  He flew closer to the cat and fluffed up his feathers for her to see.

“Purr-fect,” said the cat.  “And I like the way you fly.”  The bird was pleased that the cat liked his flying, so he flew round the cat.

“Purr-fect,” said the cat.  “But ... I wish I could fly like you.”  The bird was pleased that the cat wanted to fly like him.  He flew down to the cat.
He sang his song.  He fluffed up his feathers.

The cat jumped!

“Purr-fect,” she said, and she washed her face
-----------------

1	Did the cat like the bird’s singing?


2 Why did the cat wash her face at the end?


3 Perfect is spelt as ‘purr-fect’. Why?


4 How did the cat catch the bird?


5 Did you like the story? Why? Why not?

Dot  Meharry, (2004).  Purr-fect!.  Ready to Read series. Wellington: Learning Media.


Reading                       
 (
Reading Analysis
Why do they like to walk up the hill?
Why are there no trees on the hill?
3
A wind turbine is a machine. Name two other machines.
4
How does the wind make electricity?
5 
What did you learn about wind power?
) (
Stage 1C
)


 (
Wind Power
We love to walk up the hill behind our house.
You can see the whole city.
You can see right out to the ocean.
The wind blows there most of the time.
It blows the grass flat.
It’s too windy for trees to grow.
At the top of the hill there is a big machine.
A wind turbine.
The turbine looks like a windmill.
It sounds like a windmill as the blades twirl around.
Swoosh!  Swoosh!  Swoosh!
The wind blows the blades around.
The blades turn the generator.
The generator makes electricity.
And we use electricity every day,
For all kinds of things ...
)
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	Behaviours
	Low                                                  High

	Confidence
	----------------------------------------------------

	Pace, expression
	----------------------------------------------------

	Insertions, guessing
	----------------------------------------------------

	Accuracy
	----------------------------------------------------

	Comprehension
	----------------------------------------------------








Wind Power

We love to walk up the hill behind our house.
You can see the whole city.
You can see right out to the ocean.

The wind blows there most of the time.
It blows the grass flat.
It’s too windy for trees to grow.

At the top of the hill there is a big machine.
A wind turbine.

The turbine looks like a windmill.

It sounds like a windmill as the blades twirl around.
Swoosh!  Swoosh!  Swoosh!

The wind blows the blades around.
The blades turn the generator.
The generator makes electricity.

And we use electricity every day,
For all kinds of things .
-----------------

1 Why do they like to walk up the hill?



2 Why are there no trees on the hill?



3	A wind turbine is a machine. Name two other machines.



4	How does the wind make electricity?



5 What did you learn about wind power?

Pat Quinn, and Bill Gaynor, (1995).  Wind Power.  Ready to Readseries.  Wellington: Learning Media.
                                                                                                      Reading                       
 (
Reading Analysis
1
How many kinds of teeth do people have?
2
What happens to food when it is chewed?
3
Why do you think it is important to chew your food?
4
What is peristalsis? 
5
 Match these words
Tongue
Pieces
Saliva
Breakdown
Pipe
Tube
Bits
Muscle in the mouth
Contains an enzyme
To get smaller
Physical
) (
Stage 1D/2A
)


 (
The Beginning of Digestion
The adult human usually has 32 teeth, of four basic types.  The teeth physically break up our food into smaller pieces.
The tongue is made of muscle.  It moves food around the mouth to meet the teeth.  Saliva from the salivary glands wets the food when it is in the mouth.  Saliva makes the food easy to swallow.  It contains salivary amylase, which is an enzyme that starts to break down any carbohydrate in the food.
After the food is chewed it is swallowed and passed through the food pipe (oesophagus) to the stomach.  This process is called peristalsis.
)
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	Behaviours
	Low                                                  High

	Confidence
	----------------------------------------------------

	Pace, expression
	----------------------------------------------------

	Insertions, guessing
	----------------------------------------------------

	Accuracy
	----------------------------------------------------

	Comprehension
	----------------------------------------------------





The Beginning of Digestion


The adult human usually has 32 teeth, of four basic types.  The teeth physically break up our food into smaller pieces.
The tongue is made of muscle.  It moves food around the mouth to meet the teeth.  Saliva from the salivary glands wets the food when it is in the mouth.  Saliva makes the food easy to swallow.  It contains salivary amylase, which is an enzyme that starts to break down any carbohydrate in the food.
After the food is chewed it is swallowed and passed through the food pipe (oesophagus) to the stomach.  This process is called peristalsis.
------------------


1	How many kinds of teeth do people have?


2	What happens to food when it is chewed?


3	Why do you think it is important to chew your food?


4	What is peristalsis? 


5 Match these words

	Tongue
Pieces
Saliva
Breakdown
Pipe
	Tube
Bits
Muscle in the mouth
Contains an enzyme
To get smaller
Physical





Ministry of Education (2003).  “The Beginning of Digestion”.  English Language Intensive Programme Years 7-13 Resource.  Auckland:  Ministry of Education, Stage 2:8(d).
                
Reading
 (
Reading Analysis
1
Give two reasons why the family moved to New Zealand.
2
What does the writer and family like about New Zealand?
3
 Match these words
Ceremony
Citizen
Opportunities
Orchard
Traditional
Backyards
Cultural 
Celebration
Important
A way of living
Area behind the house
Chances
Fruit trees
Resident of a country
The old way
Tell me about the writer’s life.
What is the main difference between your country and New Zealand?
) (
Stage 2B
)
 (
Becoming a New Zealander
Today, I became a New Zealander.  People who are not born here have to go through a special ceremony if they want to become New Zealand citizens.  That’s what my family did today.
I was born in Taiwan, and I moved to New Zealand with my family five years ago when I was eleven years old.  Now, we live in a place called Kihikihi, which is south of Te Awamutu.
Our brick home in Kihikihi is nothing like my home in Taiwan.  We live on a citrus fruit orchard, and our neighbours have geese and sheep in their backyards.
In Taiwan, we lived in a five-storey apartment building in the city.  It was surrounded by other tall buildings that were full of families just like ours.  No one had backyards, and there were certainly no farm animals nearby!
My parents moved to New Zealand because it is less crowded than Taiwan.  They believed that my brother and I would have better opportunities in New Zealand than we would have in Taiwan.
I miss my friends and other family members, but we often have Taiwanese visitors staying with us, and I use the Internet to keep in touch with friends.
Even though we have been here for five years, we still speak Mandarin and Taiwanese in our home.  My mother still cooks traditional Chinese meals, and we have kept all of our cultural traditions, such as celebrating the Chinese New Year and other Chinese festivals.
)
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	Behaviours
	Low                                             High

	Confidence
	--------------------------------------------------

	Pace, expression
	--------------------------------------------------

	Insertions, guessing
	--------------------------------------------------

	Acccuracy
	-------------------------------------------------

	Comprehension
	-------------------------------------------------





	
  
                       






Becoming a New Zealander

Today, I became a New Zealander.  People who are not born here have to go through a special ceremony if they want to become New Zealand citizens.  That’s what my family did today.

I was born in Taiwan, and I moved to New Zealand with my family five years ago when I was eleven years old.  Now, we live in a place called Kihikihi, which is south of Te Awamutu.

Our brick home in Kihikihi is nothing like my home in Taiwan.  We live on a citrus fruit orchard, and our neighbours have geese and sheep in their backyards.

In Taiwan, we lived in a five-storey apartment building in the city.  It was surrounded by other tall buildings that were full of families just like ours.  No one had backyards, and there were certainly no farm animals nearby!

My parents moved to New Zealand because it is less crowded than Taiwan.  They believed that my brother and I would have better opportunities in New Zealand than  we would have in Taiwan.

I miss my friends and other family members, but we often have Taiwanese visitors staying with us, and I use the Internet to keep in touch with friends.

Even though we have been here for five years, we still speak Mandarin and Taiwanese in our home.  My mother still cooks traditional Chinese meals, and we have kept all of our cultural traditions, such as celebrating the Chinese New Year and other Chinese festivals.
------------------

1	Give two reasons why the family moved to New Zealand.

2	What does the writer and family like about New Zealand?

3	 Match these words

	Ceremony
Citizen
Opportunities
Orchard
Traditional
Backyards
Cultural 
	Celebration
Important
A way of living
Area behind the house
Chances
Fruit trees
Citizen of a country
The old way



4 Tell me about the writer’s life.
5 What is the main difference between your country and New Zealand?

Sharon Holt, and Miao Yu Su, (2003).  “Becoming a New Zealander” Branching Out.  Choices series.  Wellington: Learning Media, pages 30-31

              
Reading
 (
Reading Analysis
Why do they cut houses to move them?
Why do you think  fire places are always removed when moving houses?
How can houses be damaged when they are moved?
How is a house moved?
Would you move your old house or build a new house?
Glossary
Section – piece of land used for building
Piles – wood that the house sits on
) (
Stage 2C/3A
)
 (
Moving Old Houses
Wouldn’t a house get damaged from being loaded on and off trucks?
Houses built from wood are very flexible and can bend quite a lot.  If a house is too wide for the road, it can be cut in half or thirds and moved in pieces.  Then it is joined together again when all the pieces get to the new section.
Sometimes there are accidents, and windows get broken or parts of a house fall off.  These then are fixed up when the house is safely onto new piles.  Fire places are always taken out before the house is moved.  They are put back again when it’s on its new section.
)
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	Behaviours
	Low                                             High


	Confidence
	--------------------------------------------------

	Pace, expression
	--------------------------------------------------

	Insertions, guessing
	--------------------------------------------------

	Accuracy
	-------------------------------------------------

	Comprehension
	------------------------------------------------




Moving Old Houses

Wouldn’t a house get damaged from being loaded on and off trucks?

Houses built from wood are very flexible and can bend quite a lot.  If a house is too wide for the road, it can be cut in half or thirds and moved in pieces.  Then it is joined together again when all the pieces get to the new section.
Sometimes there are accidents, and windows get broken or parts of a house fall off.  These then are fixed up when the house is safely onto new piles.  Fire places are always taken out before the house is moved.  They are put back again when it’s on its new section.
--------------------

Reading Analysis

1 Why do they cut houses to move them?


2 Why do you think fire places are always removed when moving houses?


3 How can houses be damaged when they are moved?


4 How is a house moved?


5 Would you move your old house or build a new house?


Glossary
Section – piece of land used for building
Piles – wood that the house sits on





Sue Gibbison, (2003).  “Moving Old Houses”.  Junior Journal 28. Wellington: Learning Media, page 17.

             

Reading
 (
Reading Analysis
1
 Why does Longosai stir the mussels?
2
 What is Painga doing at the end of the story? 
3
 
 Match these words
Gently stirring
Tongs
Kai
Flavour
Honour
Staffroom
Shell
Chefs
Taste
Respect
Turning around
A tool for holding something
Teachers’ room
Cooks
Hard cover
Food
4 
In your own words, explain how to cook mussels.
5 
What food would your family share with guests on special occasions?
Glossary
Kai – Maori word for food
Mussels - shellfish 
) (
Stage 3B
)
 (
Mussel Time
Longosai keeps gently stirring the mussels to make sure that the ones on the bottom don’t open too much and that the ones on top are being cooked.
If they’re cooked for too long, they become chewy, and that’s not how the boys like their kai.  The mussels must be soft, hot, tender, and dripping with coconut cream.
“Mmm, I could stand here all day smelling this beautiful, sweet kai,” jokes Longosai, “but if I do, there’ll be no flavour left in the mussels!”
The coconut cream starts to simmer – and the mussels begin to open.  When all the shells are open, it’s time for action.
“Over here with the tray and serving tongs, chefs,” calls Longosai.
“Three for me, one for you two,” teases Filimone as he helps lift the mussels out of the pot.
When the tray is loaded, the boys carry it to the staffroom balcony.  They’ve invited a special guest to share their meal- Mrs Howe, the principal.  They’ve chosen her because of her love for the schoolchildren and because her presence gives honour to the occasion.
“Quiet, please,” whispers Painga.  “Heads down and arms off the table.”
)
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	Confidence
	--------------------------------------------------

	Pace, expression
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	Insertions, guessing
	--------------------------------------------------

	Accuracy
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	Comprehension
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Mussel Time

Longosai keeps gently stirring the mussels to make sure that the ones on the bottom don’t open too much and that the ones on top are being cooked.

If they’re cooked for too long, they become chewy, and that’s not how the boys like their kai.  The mussels must be soft, hot, tender, and dripping with coconut cream.

“Mmm, I could stand here all day smelling this beautiful, sweet kai,” jokes Longosai, “but if I do, there’ll be no flavour left in the mussels!”

The coconut cream starts to simmer – and the mussels begin to open.  When all the shells are open, it’s time for action.

“Over here with the tray and serving tongs, chefs,” calls Longosai.

“Three for me, one for you two,” teases Filimone as he helps lift the mussels out of the pot.

When the tray is loaded, the boys carry it to the staffroom balcony.  They’ve invited a special guest to share their meal- Mrs Howe, the principal.  They’ve chosen her because of her love for the schoolchildren and because her presence gives honour to the occasion.

“Quiet, please,” whispers Painga.  “Heads down and arms off the table.”

Reading Analysis
1 Why does Longosai stir the mussels?

2 What is Painga doing at the end of the story? 

3  Match these words

	Gently stirring
Tongs
Kai
Flavour
Honour
Staffroom
Shell
Chefs
	Taste
Respect
Turning around
A tool for holding something
Teachers’ room
Cooks
Hard cover
Food




4 In your own words, explain how to cook mussels.

5 What food would your family share with guests on special occasions?

John Hart, (2003).  “Mussel Time”.  School Journal, Part 3 Number 1 ,2003.  Wellington: Learning Media, page 9.

                
Reading
 (
Reading Analysis
1
 How many people can fit in a  modern kayak?
2
 Why do you think Kevlar is used now instead of seal skin?
3 
Match these words
Century
Bilge pump
Paddler
Spooky
Pitches
Stable
  
Scary
Gets rid of water
Balanced
Goes up and down
100 years
Cockpit
Person
4 
What do you think will happen next to Valerie and Brett?
5
 What are the differences between a traditional and a modern kayak?
) (
Stage 3C
)
 (
Paddle Power
A kayak is a long, narrow boat specially designed for sea travel.
Its shape (wide in the middle and narrow at the ends) makes it stable in rough water.  But if it does tip over, water can be emptied out of the cockpits using a bilge pump.
A traditional kayak is made from a light, wooden frame covered with sealskin, with a hole in the middle where the paddler sits.  For centuries, the Inuit people of Greenland, North America, and Canada used this kind of kayak for fishing and sealing.
A modern kayak is usually made of fibreglass, Kevlar (a woven fabric that is stronger than fibreglass), or plastic.  It can be a single (for one person) or a double (for two people).  In a double kayak, each person sits in a separate cockpit, one at the front and one at the back.
...
In the narrow tunnel, the waves are much stronger.  Water smashes against the walls and slurps back again to the other side.  Brett and Valerie both have to work hard to stop the kayak from crashing into the sides of the tunnel.  It’s dark and spooky inside.  The kayak pitches wildly up and down, and Brett is loving every minute.  But what will happen if they’re washed up onto those sharp rocks?
)
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	Behaviours
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	Confidence
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	Pace, expression
	--------------------------------------------------

	Insertions, guessing
	--------------------------------------------------

	Accuracy
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	Comprehension
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Paddle Power

A kayak is a long, narrow boat specially designed for sea travel.

Its shape (wide in the middle and narrow at the ends) makes it stable in rough water.  But if it does tip over, water can be emptied out of the cockpits using a bilge pump.

A traditional kayak is made from a light, wooden frame covered with sealskin, with a hole in the middle where the paddler sits.  For centuries, the Inuit people of Greenland, North America, and Canada used this kind of kayak for fishing and sealing.

A modern kayak is usually made of fibreglass, Kevlar (a woven fabric that is stronger than fibreglass), or plastic.  It can be a single (for one person) or a double (for two people).  In a double kayak, each person sits in a separate cockpit, one at the front and one at the back.
...
In the narrow tunnel, the waves are much stronger.  Water smashes against the walls and slurps back again to the other side.  Brett and Valerie both have to work hard to stop the kayak from crashing into the sides of the tunnel.  It’s dark and spooky inside.  The kayak pitches wildly up and down, and Brett is loving every minute.  But what will happen if they’re washed up onto those sharp rocks?
-------------------

Reading Analysis

1 How many people can fit in a  modern kayak?

2 Why do you think Kevlar is used now instead of seal skin?

3 Match these words

	
Century
Bilge pump
Paddler
Spooky
Pitches
Stable

  
	
Scary
Gets rid of water
Balanced
Goes up and down
100 years
Cockpit
Person




4 What do you think will happen next to Valerie and Brett?

5 What are the differences between a traditional and a modern kayak?



Maggie Lilleby, (2001).  Paddle Power.  School Journal Story Library series.  Wellington: Learning Media, pages 4 and 9.

Reading

 (
Reading Analysis
How many ways can you reshape plastics?
Which are more useful in everyday life monomers or polymers? Why?
3
   Match these words
Fabric
Slightly
Modern
Rigid
Elastic
Single
  
Stiff
Natural
A little
Able to stretch
Material
One
Up to date
4
 Describe the difference between   polymers and monomers.
5 
Which do you think are better for the environment  plastics or metals? Why?
) (
Stage 3D/4A
)
 (
The Distinction between Plastics and Metals
What is a plastic?
A plastic is an organic material that can be moulded into shape when soft.  It then sets to become rigid or slightly elastic.  Plastics can usually be reshaped by applying heat or pressure.  They are made from organic polymers.  A polymer is a long molecule made of many repeating units, each known as a monomer.  (The prefix “poly” means many, and the prefix “mono” means single).  Monomers do not usually exist as separate molecules.  Rather they are joined together in long chains like beads on a necklace.  Each polymer has characteristic properties that make it suitable for particular uses.  Nearly all polymers are poor conductors of heat and electricity.  Polymers are everywhere in the modern world – in fabrics, films, foams, paints, and fibres.  Most modern technologies use polymeric materials in some way.
What is a Metal?
A metal is a chemical element that is typically hard, shiny, malleable (able to be hammered or pressed into shape without breaking), fusible (able to be drawn out into a thin wire).  Metals are good conductors of heat and electricity.  However, not all metals have all these properties.
)
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The Distinction between Plastics and Metals


What is a plastic?

A plastic is an organic material that can be moulded into shape when soft.  It then sets to become rigid or slightly elastic.  Plastics can usually be reshaped by applying heat or pressure.  They are made from organic polymers.  A polymer is a long molecule made of many repeating units, each known as a monomer.  (The prefix “poly” means many, and the prefix “mono” means single).  Monomers do not usually exist as separate molecules.  Rather they are joined together in long chains like beads on a necklace.  Each polymer has characteristic properties that make it suitable for particular uses.  Nearly all polymers are poor conductors of heat and electricity.  Polymers are everywhere in the modern world – in fabrics, films, foams, paints, and fibres.  Most modern technologies use polymeric materials in some way.

What is a Metal?

A metal is a chemical element that is typically hard, shiny, malleable (able to be hammered or pressed into shape without breaking), fusible (able to be drawn out into a thin wire).  Metals are good conductors of heat and electricity.  However, not all metals have all these properties.

--------------------
Reading Analysis

1 How many ways can you reshape plastics?

2 Which are more useful in everyday life monomers or polymers? Why?

3 Match these words

	Fabric
Slightly
Modern
Rigid
Elastic
Single
  
	Stiff
Natural
A little
Able to stretch
Material
One
Up to date



4 Describe the difference between polymers and monomers.

6 Which do you think are better for the environment – plastics or metals? Why?


Pat Quinn, (2003).  The Distinction between Plastics and Metals. Charged!  MacDiarmid’s Electroplastic.  Applications series. Wellington: Learning Media, page3.



Reading
 (
Reading Analysis
1 
Is this story set in the summer or winter? How do you know?
2
 What is the difference between the two paragraphs?
3
 What is lace being compared to? Why?
4 
Why does everything seem small for the writer now?
5 
Match these words
Gooey
Anticipation
Shattering
Exhilaration
  
Waiting
Happiness Unfriendly
Thick and sticky
Breaking
 6
 What can you say about the relationship between the writer and her grandparents?
) (
Stage 3D/4A
)
 (
And Then I Grew Up ...
On the back porch, dozens of boots lay scattered, camouflaged by gooey mud, and the smell of fresh cowpat seemed to be everywhere.  When I finally left the warm haven of Grandma’s kitchen to venture out into the icy beyond, I felt like a snowman.  As I stood waiting with anticipation for Grandpa’s ancient, mustard Land Rover to appear, I was filled with a great sense of excitement and exhilaration.   The cobwebs on the fence line clothed in icy dew reminded me of lace.  Grandpa told us they were fairies’ lace, so we regarded them as untouchable.  However, the thin ice covering each puddle was a temptation we couldn’t resist.  There was something wonderfully rewarding hearing the cracking of shattering ice as a muddy gumboot was thrust into each tiny frozen lake.
My grandparents seem so little now – their backs are stooped, and their skin is shrivelled and sunken.  Although I still sleep under the same pink eiderdown, it doesn’t seem so huge anymore, nor is it so shiny.  At last I, too, have an electric blanket, and so the green hottie hangs lonely and forgotten behind the bathroom door.
)
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	Pace, expression
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	Insertions, guessing
	--------------------------------------------------



	
  
                       



	Accuracy
	--------------------------------------------------

	Comprehension
	--------------------------------------------------




And Then I Grew Up ...

On the back porch, dozens of boots lay scattered, camouflaged by gooey mud, and the smell of fresh cowpat seemed to be everywhere.  When I finally left the warm haven of Grandma’s kitchen to venture out into the icy beyond, I felt like a snowman.  As I stood waiting with anticipation for Grandpa’s ancient, mustard Land Rover to appear, I was filled with a great sense of excitement and exhilaration.   The cobwebs on the fence line clothed in icy dew reminded me of lace.  Grandpa told us they were fairies’ lace, so we regarded them as untouchable.  However, the thin ice covering each puddle was a temptation we couldn’t resist.  There was something wonderfully rewarding hearing the cracking of shattering ice as a muddy gumboot was thrust into each tiny frozen lake.

My grandparents seem so little now – their backs are stooped, and their skin is shrivelled and sunken.  Although I still sleep under the same pink eiderdown, it doesn’t seem so huge anymore, nor is it so shiny.  At last I, too, have an electric blanket, and so the green hottie hangs lonely and forgotten behind the bathroom door.
------------------
Reading Analysis

1 Is this story set in the summer or winter? How do you know?

2 What is the difference between the two paragraphs?

3 What is lace being compared to? Why?

4 Why does everything seem small for the writer now?

5 Match these words

	Gooey
Anticipation
Shattering
Exhilaration

  
	Waiting
Happiness Unfriendly
Thick and sticky
Breaking





 6 What can you say about the relationship between the writer and her grandparents?

Robert, Megan (2003).  “And Then I Grew Up ...”.  This Other Place,Journal of Secondary Students’ Writing, 2003.  Wellington: Learning Media, page32.


Reading
 (
Stage 4B
) (
Reading Analysis
1
 What was the reason for the poll tax?
2
 What does racist mean?
3
 Why did the New Zealand government not want Chinese people in 1881? (Use your own words)
4
 Why did the Prime Minister apologise to the Chinese people?
5
 What other groups of people are treated unfairly? Why is that?
)

 (
Righting the Wrongs - Poll Tax in New Zealand
The Prime Minister was apologising to the Chinese community of New Zealand for a law called the 1881 Chinese Immigrants Act.  It was passed by the government of that time, and it singled out Chinese people.  The intention of the law was to limit the number of Chinese coming to New Zealand by making each of them pay a 
£
10 entry fee called a poll tax.  It was a racist and discriminatory law because only Chinese had to pay the fee.
What were the reasons for the poll tax?
The New Zealand government of 1881 believed that each nation had the right to decide what sort of people should settle in their country.  The 1881 government argued that Chinese people were an undesirable class of immigrant for British colonies because morally, religiously, racially, and culturally they were at odds with the larger population.  Their presence would bring only downfall and ruin to the colonies.
Not everyone thought this way.  Those against charging a poll tax argued that it was unjust, cruel, and unfair.
)
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	Confidence
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	Pace, expression
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	Insertions, guessing
	--------------------------------------------------

	Accuracy
	--------------------------------------------------

	Comprehension
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Righting the Wrongs - Poll Tax in New Zealand


The Prime Minister was apologising to the Chinese community of New Zealand for a law called the 1881 Chinese Immigrants Act.  It was passed by the government of that time, and it singled out Chinese people.  The intention of the law was to limit the number of Chinese coming to New Zealand by making each of them pay a £10 entry fee called a poll tax.  It was a racist and discriminatory law because only Chinese had to pay the fee.

What were the reasons for the poll tax?

The New Zealand government of 1881 believed that each nation had the right to decide what sort of people should settle in their country.  The 1881 government argued that Chinese people were an undesirable class of immigrant for British colonies because morally, religiously, racially, and culturally they were at odds with the larger population.  Their presence would bring only downfall and ruin to the colonies.

Not everyone thought this way.  Those against charging a poll tax argued that it was unjust, cruel, and unfair.

-----------------

Reading Analysis

1 What was the reason for the poll tax?


2 What does racist mean?


3 Why did the New Zealand government not want Chinese people in 1881? (Use your own words)


4 Why did the Prime Minister apologise to the Chinese people?


5 What other groups of people are treated unfairly? Why is that?

, 

Eva Wong Ng (2003).  “Righting the Wrongs – Poll Tax in New  Zealand”.  School Journal, Part 4 Number 2, 2003 page 23.
.



                 
Reading

 (
Stage 4C
)

 (
Money Tree
At last, scientists have been able to confirm that money really does grow on trees.
After six years of arduous research, Chris Anderson at Massey University emerged from his experimental greenhouse with a range of fast-growing herbs that can extract minute gold particles from the soil.
Using a garden-variety mustard, Dr Anderson has been able to show that the plants can pull tiny gold particles from gold-rich soil, along with the other soil-bound nutrients they need to grow.  So far the tests have been only on a small scale, culminating with a field trial in Brazil earlier this year.  The next step is to do full-scale field trials.
“The conclusion of our initial research is that the plants really can extract gold from the ground.  Now we need about 5000 tonnes of gold-rich soil spread over a hectare of land for the next stage of our field work.  We’ve learnt we need to have a certain concentration of gold in the ground to make it feasible.  We’re also looking at niche-market uses for the gold mined by the plants, which may change the economics and make it feasible at 250 gm a hectare.”
Dr Anderson says mining gold with trees is easy, and inexpensive.  Extracting the gold from the plant biomass is the difficult part of the process.  “Early in the research we developed a processing system using chemical solvents that works in the lab.  We need to expand that to pilot scale and refine it.”
Working with collaborators in the United States and the Netherlands, Dr Anderson is also looking at alternative processing options.  “We may be able to grind up the plant material, add it to water and make a slurry.  If we spin the slurry in a centrifuge, it may form a band of gold.  A simple extraction process like that would also change the
 
economics.”
) (
Reading Analysis
1
 Why is Dr Anderson using trees to mine gold?
2 
Do scientists agree or disagree that money grows on trees? Why?
3
 Was the research hard or easy? Why?
4
 How do you get money from trees?
5 
What is your opinion of this experimental trial?
5
 Why is this research just a small scale study at this point?
)
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 (
The gold can exist in the plants as nanoparticles of pure gold, which may have potential in the medical and electronics industries, or as industrial catalysts.  At present, an expensive chemical process is used to convert traditionally mined gold into small enough 
particles to be used in these industries – Dr Anderson says plant mining could do that process naturally.
)








	Behaviours
	Low                                                  High

	Confidence
	--------------------------------------------------

	Pace, expression
	--------------------------------------------------

	Insertions, guessing
	--------------------------------------------------

	Accuracy
	--------------------------------------------------

	Comprehension
	--------------------------------------------------



Money Tree

At last, scientists have been able to confirm that money really does grow on trees.

After six years of arduous research, Chris Anderson at Massey University emerged from his experimental greenhouse with a range of fast-growing herbs that can extract minute gold particles from the soil.

Using a garden-variety mustard, Dr Anderson has been able to show that the plants can pull tiny gold particles from gold-rich soil, along with the other soil-bound nutrients they need to grow.  So far the tests have been only on a small scale, culminating with a field trial in Brazil earlier this year.  The next step is to do full-scale field trials.

“The conclusion of our initial research is that the plants really can extract gold from the ground.  Now we need about 5000 tonnes of gold-rich soil spread over a hectare of land for the next stage of our field work.  We’ve learnt we need to have a certain concentration of gold in the ground to make it feasible.  We’re also looking at niche-market uses for the gold mined by the plants, which may change the economics and make it feasible at 250 gm a hectare.”

Dr Anderson says mining gold with trees is easy, and inexpensive.  Extracting the gold from the plant biomass is the difficult part of the process.  “Early in the research we developed a processing system using chemical solvents that works in the lab.  We need to expand that to pilot scale and refine it.”

Working with collaborators in the United States and the Netherlands, Dr Anderson is also looking at alternative processing options.  “We may be able to grind up the plant material, add it to water and make a slurry.  If we spin the slurry in a centrifuge, it may form a band of gold.  A simple extraction process like that would also change the economics.”

The gold can exist in the plants as nanoparticles of pure gold, which may have potential in the medical and electronics industries, or as industrial catalysts.  At present, an expensive chemical process is used to convert traditionally mined gold into small enough particles to be used in these industries – Dr Anderson says plant mining could do that process naturally.

1 Why is Dr Anderson using trees to mine gold?

2 Do scientists agree or disagree that money grows on trees? Why?

3 Was the research hard or easy? Why?

4 How do you get money from trees?

5 What is your opinion of this experimental trial?

Author unknown (2003).  “Money Tree”.  New Zealand Education 
		Gazette, 6 October, Page 14.



Reading
 (
Stage 4D
) (
Reading Analysis
1 
When did the poll tax stop?
2
 Why did New Zealand impose a ‘literacy test’ for all new Asian arrivals?
3
 
Match these words
Urban
Slumped
Predominantly
Ratio
Approval
  
Acceptance
Mainly
City
Decreased
Proportion
Number
4 
Describe the changes in lifestyle of Chinese immigrants in the early 20
th
 centuary.
5
 What do you think about the way the New Zealand government treated Chinese immigrants?
)

 (
New Zealand Now: Asian New Zealanders
The number of people in New Zealand who were born in China peaked at 5,033 in 1881.  By that year, growing public prejudice against Chinese immigrants resulted in restrictions on entry to New Zealand by the imposition of a poll tax, initially of 
£
10, but raised progressively to 
£
100 in 1896 and with severe limitations on the number of immigrants per vessel.  The poll tax remained in force until 1944.  In 1899, the Immigration Restriction Act limited immigration to British subjects, although other people could come to New Zealand if they had special approval and had a working knowledge of a European language.  New Zealand imposed this “literacy test” for all new Asian arrivals.
Early 20
th
 Century
The second period of Chinese immigration covers the first half of this century, to the end of World War II.  Most Chinese in New Zealand were still Cantonese, although there were a small but growing number of Fukienese.  In this period, gold-mining had slumped and most Chinese were now involved in businesses (laundries, market gardening, and the grocer trade).
The 1916 Census recorded 2,147 Chinese in New Zealand, the lowest number living here since the 1860s.  Where the Chinese lived in New Zealand also changed.  By 1916, 42 percent were living in Auckland, 34 percent in Wellington and only 16 percent in Otago.  The proportion living in Westland and Canterbury had fallen to under 6 percent in each region.  The Chinese had become a predominantly urban population.
Until around 1936, the Chinese community continued to have a very high sex ratio (males per 100 females), and a very high level of mobility.
  
Even as late as 1921, around half of the Chinese population had been living 
)
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 (
in New Zealand for fewer than 20 years.  They remained aliens throughout this period.  This started to change when a policy shift allowed wives and families of local Chinese to emigrate to New Zealand between 1939 and 1952,
 
but the numbers recovered only
 
slowly after the end of World War II, reaching nearly 5,000 in 1945.
)
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	Pace, expression
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New Zealand Now: Asian New Zealanders

The number of people in New Zealand who were born in China peaked at 5,033 in 1881.  By that year, growing public prejudice against Chinese immigrants resulted in restrictions on entry to New Zealand by the imposition of a poll tax, initially of £10, but raised progressively to £100 in 1896 and with severe limitations on the number of immigrants per vessel.  The poll tax remained in force until 1944.  In 1899, the Immigration Restriction Act limited immigration to British subjects, although other people could come to New Zealand if they had special approval and had a working knowledge of a European language.  New Zealand imposed this “literacy test” for all new Asian arrivals.
Early 20th Century
The second period of Chinese immigration covers the first half of this century, to the end of World War II.  Most Chinese in New Zealand were still Cantonese, although there were a small but growing number of Fukienese.  In this period, gold-mining had slumped and most Chinese were now involved in businesses (laundries, market gardening, and the grocer trade).
The 1916 Census recorded 2,147 Chinese in New Zealand, the lowest number living here since the 1860s.  Where the Chinese lived in New Zealand also changed.  By 1916, 42 percent were living in Auckland, 34 percent in Wellington and only 16 percent in Otago.  The proportion living in Westland and Canterbury had fallen to under 6 percent in each region.  The Chinese had become a predominantly urban population.
Until around 1936, the Chinese community continued to have a very high sex ratio (males per 100 females), and a very high level of mobility.  Even as late as 1921, around half of the Chinese population had been living in New Zealand for fewer than 20 years.  They remained aliens throughout this period.  This started to change when a policy shift allowed wives and families of local Chinese to emigrate to New Zealand between 1939 and 1952, but the numbers recovered only slowly after the end of World War II, reaching nearly 5,000 in 1945.


1 When did the poll tax stop?

2 Why did New Zealand impose a ‘literacy test’ for all new Asian arrivals?

3 Match these words

	Urban
Slumped
Predominantly
Ratio
approval

  
	Acceptance
Mainly
City
Decreased
Proportion
Number



4 Describe the changes in lifestyle of Chinese immigrants in the early 20th centuary.

Statistics New Zealand (1995).  New Zealand Now: Asian NewZealanders.  Wellington: Statistics New Zealand, page 6


Note to teachers


This tool was developed to enable teachers to initially place students at an appropriate reading stage. It covers the three main areas of reading; decoding, comprehension and critical thinking. 

Each passage, which is directly from the Ministry of Education English Language Learning Progression (ELLP) document 2008, has a teacher sheet and a student sheet. The teacher sheet enables the recording of responses as they are delivered by the students. The student sheet allows the students to have the passage in front of them. The questions should be read out by the teacher. Remember it is not a written test so if students write the answers they should not be penalised for incorrect writing. The Reading Analysis questions have been adapted from the different levels of comprehension based on  Blooms taxonomy. The Behaviour continuum allows teachers to assess whether the student has developed good strategies and approaches for reading. 
 
This tool can be administered by a teacher aide though it is suggested that some training be given in its use. 

Marking

If students have a 70% score this would suggest that they are competent at the assigned stage. Students with an 80% or above score indicates the student can move to the next stage. 
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